Surgeons', nurses' and bereaved families' attitudes toward dying in the burn centre.
Because death of a patient is one of the most emotionally disruptive events in the health professionals' life as well as the bereaved, it was hypothesized that surgeons' and nurses' attitudes in the burn centre would interfere with their emotional support of the bereaved family. Consequently, we performed a psychometric assessment of the surgeons', nurses' and bereaved families' attitudes about death and dying in the burn centre. A psychometric instrument was developed and validated that assessed 13 surgical directors' of burn centres, 13 burn nurses' and nine bereaved family members' attitudes on death and dying in the burn centre. In the case of the bereaved family member, this instrument was complemented by interviews to ensure that the respondents understood each question. All surgeons and nurses were experienced health professionals working for an average of 12 +/- 8 years and 3 +/- 1 years respectively. The majority of burn surgeons (six) and the burn nurses (seven) found it to be emotionally difficult to support emotionally the bereaved family after the death of the patient. Over half the burn surgeons (seven) and nurses (seven) felt that the process of dealing with the bereaved family was different from that experienced in other hospital settings. The surgeons attributed this difference to the long duration of the patients' illnesses, while the nurses felt that it was due to the traumatic and painful qualities of burn injury. These emotional difficulties experienced by the staff in dealing with the dying patients were associated with a relatively low frequency of contact with the bereaved families after the patients' death.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)